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Monitoring and Protection 
Program Highlights



Data Collection 
Highlights - 2012

• Fifteen (15) different 

monitoring projects

• Active in all subbasins / 

jurisdictions

• Expanded Bay monitoring

• Conclusion of first research-

related data collection effort 

(ARS Research)

• Completed data collection 

efforts for several TMDLs 

related to nutrient, sediment, 

and atmospheric deposition

• The fish are back in Bear Run! 



• Focus on lower 45 miles of 

the Susquehanna River

• Study Intent

• General baseline

• Some focus on water 

supply concerns

• Recommendations for 

future monitoring

• Water chemistry, 

macroinvertebrates, and fish

• General habitat and depth 

profile data

Lower Reservoir 
Study





New York

• Coordinating subbasin survey activities in the Chemung and Upper 

Susquehanna

• Methods comparison study – PEERS participation

• Real-time data access for the main river stems

Pennsylvania

• Susquehanna sampling

• Chemical/pesticide sampling 

• Fish data collection (taxonomy support)

• WQ datasonde support

Member Jurisdiction 
Coordination



Maryland

• Exchange of information related to shale gas region monitoring

• Outreach to be conducted for Lower Susquehanna Drinking Water 

Partnership and Early Warning System upgrades

Federal

• USEPA National Rivers and Streams Assessment work for FY14-15

• USEPA Climate Study monitoring support

• USGS Technical Advisory Committee support for Appalachian Basin Shale 

Gas Study

Member Jurisdiction 
Coordination



Water Quality Portal

• Web access of chemical, 

biological, and habitat data

• Map and menu driven options for 

data downloads

• June 2013 completion

New Initiatives



New Initiatives
Water Quality Portal – Map Interface 



USEPA 106 Monitoring 

Program Changes

• New monitoring design to incorporate:

• Long-term record

• Probabilistic design

• Programmatic/regulatory interest

New technology/studies

• Acoustic doppler survey equipment

• Precipitation/Streamflow stations

• Basinwide fish community health 

assessment

• Sediment/turbidity assessment

New Initiatives



Interstate Streams Program



• Data collection since 1986

• Monitoring design:

• About 50 stations

• Quarterly chemistry

• Annual biological and habitat 

• Possible options for program 

adjustment:

• Bolster large river and tributary 

monitoring

• Bolster sediment/nutrient 

monitoring in small watersheds

• Expand low flow WQ network

Interstate Streams 
Program


