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SRBC staff member processes the 
macroinvertebrate sample on the West Branch 
Susquehanna River.
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Figure 3.  Water Quality, Biological, and Habitat Conditions in the West Branch Susquehanna Subbasin in 2009

Historical Data Comparison
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Figure 4. Water Quality, Biological, and Habitat Conditions in the West Branch Susquehanna Subbasin in 2002
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Summary of Biological Conditions in the West Branch Susquehanna Subbasin

Figure 5. 1983 Biological Conditions Figure 6. 1994 Biological Conditions Figure 7. 2002 Biological Conditions Figure 8. 2009 Biological Conditions

Insects of the order Ephemeroptera are 
commonly known as Upwinged Flies or 
Mayflies. Mayflies are one of the most 
sensitive orders to AMD conditions.
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Alkalinity was the parameter that 
exceeded levels of concern at the 
highest number of sites — 55 percent 
of the sites throughout the West 
Branch Susquehanna Subbasin.  
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Figure 9.  Percent Ephemeroptera at Mainstem Susquehanna River Sites during 1994, 
2002, and 2009

Figure 10. Sample Sites Showing Increased Percent Ephemeroptera Indicating 
Improved AMD Conditions
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